
5 WAYS TO 
START A !
COLLEGE PAPER



GETTING STARTED
Imagine your teacher or professor assigned a 
5-page paper on this topic: !
!
“The SAT is an unfair test for international 
students and should no longer be required 
for admission. Do you agree or disagree?”!
!
Now imagine you are staring at an empty 
computer screen. The paper is due tomorrow. 
How can you get started?



#1. TELL A STORY

Nadia had dreamed of going to Harvard from the 

time she entered kindergarten. “It was my 

mother’s dream for me,” she said. Every 

Saturday, she spent 10 hours at a “cram school” 

studying for the SAT while her friends went to 

the mall and watched movies…



#2.  USE A QUOTE

“All the SAT measures is how well you take the 

SAT. It does not reveal how smart a person you 

are,” wrote blogger Amanda Chan. Chan is one of 

a growing number of SAT critics who argue that 

the college admission test is culturally biased.



#3. DEFINE A TERM

Most people know that the SAT is an 

important test used for college admission in 

the United States. But most people don’t 

know that “SAT” was originally an acronym 

for “Scholastic Aptitude Test”. But what 

exactly is “scholastic aptitude” and how can 

it be measured?…



#4. PRESENT AN 
AMAZING FACT

Of the 1.6 million students who took the 

SAT in 2013, only 43 percent of test-takers 

met the SAT’s definition for being prepared 

for college. It is natural to blame teachers 

and test takers for not studying hard 

enough. But perhaps the test itself is 

flawed…



#5. PRESENT A	

 PROBLEM

Every year the dreams of millions of 

international students are shattered over 

their performance on a single test—the 

dreaded SAT. Years of hard work are 

reduced to a single test on a single day. Is 

the SAT the best way to for universities to 

choose the best students?



NOW IT’S YOUR TURN
• You can apply these 5 approaches to any essay topic. 	


• Brainstorm using all 5 approaches on your paper 
topic.	


• Choose the approach the feels most natural for your 
topic.	


• If you’re lucky, many more ideas will flow.


